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Celebrating a festive December

2025 has been a busy year packed with opportunities, but as it winds down,
December becomes a cosy and reflective time. The weather starts turning
towards winter, the public holidays get closer, and things start to slow down as
we all focus on family and friends.

Still, although things may feel quieter, we still have one last big event to
celebrate the season! We warmly invite you to join us next week for our Winter
Social to round out the year together. We're also sharing some other final
opportunities and seasonal guides to make the best of this special month.

Share how you're doing!

As the year ends, the Spouse Program wants to check in and hear from you.

If you’ve taken part in or enjoyed any of the activities we offer, we kindly ask
you to please take a moment to answer our quick survey.

It’s only 3 questions, and it will help us improve and support you more!

Our final activity of the year
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Last call to join our Winter Social!

Community activity | 4.12.2025

We have a final few spots open for the Winter Social, our special seasonal event

and final activity to wrap up 2025!

Join us on Thursday 4 December as we bring together the Spouse Program and

Friend Program communities to celebrate the festive holiday season together.

Meet others over glogi

we’ll enjoy the holiday drink of glogi
and other seasonal snacks, and we'll
meet and mingle with friendly new

faces in a warm, festive atmosphere.

Final spaces available

Craft your own cards

We can be creative in a cosy, festive
workshop where we’ll craft our own
holiday cards to take home and send
to loved ones later.

The Winter Social is a great chance to the festive season together, meet others

in the international community, and start getting into a holiday mood.

So join us next week as we close out 2025 and celebrate together!
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Other opportunities

Make friends with the
Friend Program + Luckan

Friend Program activity

If you're looking to make new friends,
try Cirkeln, offered by Luckan through
the IHH Friend Program!

Join a small group and decide on
activities to enjoy together. Go hiking,
meet for coffee, practice languages -

Employment coaching
group workshops
Career support | December 2025

International House Helsinki (IHH)
offers employment coaching for
international jobseekers. The in-house
coach can help you in many ways.

If you want to work on your career,
their group workshops for December

still have spaces open!

you decide together!

Seasonal highlights

Independence
Day of Finland
National holiday |
6.12.2025

Finland’s Independence
Day celebrates unity and
remembrance. It
includes patriotic
ceremonies, candle
lighting at cemeteries,
and other special events
and ceremonies.

Christmas
traditions
Holiday season |
December 2025

December is full of
festive traditions. From
pikkujoulu parties,
Tuomaan Markkinat, the
Lucia celebration,
special foods, and

more - there’s always
something to enjoy.

Lux Helsinki

Public art festival |
6-11.1.2026

Helsinki starts the year
every January with Lux,
a public light-art festival
that turns dark winter
nights into a magical
experience. Enjoy the
beautiy of the light
exhibits during the cold
and dark evenings.
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Heads-up for January 2026

Because of the holiday season around the end of
year, January will be a quiet month to start 2026.

Our newsletter will be back in mid-January, and
activities will begin again toward the end of the
month. Look forward to our first Coffee Room and
community activities starting in February!
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